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The Utmanzai live Khaisora Valley, Razmak, Dossali, Datta Khel, Spin Wam, 
Shawal, and in the North Waziristan Agency.1 
 
KEY TERRAIN FEATURES 
Valleys: Khaisora Valley, Tochi Valley 
Plains: Ramzak, Sheratalla, Dande, Lakka, Sham 
Mountains: Hills of NWA are separate from the Koh-e Sefid and Sulaiman ranges 
Rivers: Tochi, Kurram, Kaitu, Khaisor, and Shaktue 
 
Geographically, the North Waziristan Agency and the South Waziristan Agency 
make up a single unit.  It is a land with high hills and rugged terrain and divide 
Pakistan from Afghanistan. They range in height from 1,500 to 2,500 meters above 
sea level.2 
 
The Tochi Pass connects Ghazni, Afghanistan with Bannu, Pakistan and is an 




North Waziristan Agency’s average high temperatures range from 18 to 31 degrees 
Fahrenheit 
during the hottest month (June) and the average lows range between -2 and 10 
degrees Fahrenheit in the coldest month (January).4 
 
RELIGION/SECT 
The Utmanzai are of the Sunni Sect of Islam. 
 
MIGRATORY PATTERNS 
The Utmanzai historically migrate between the mountains in the summer and the 
valleys in the winter within their tribal area.5 
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ALLIANCES 
The Utmanzia are related to the Ahmedzai Wazirs and have periodically allied with 
them. Administrative boundaries have hindered this alliance.6 As of 2009, NWA 








The Utmanzai are primarily a pastoral society but are often mentioned along with 
the Mehsud tribe as “perhaps the most powerful and aggressive of the border 
Pushtoons.”8 
 
UNITY & SECURITY 
The Utmanzai are currently under a ceasefire agreement and are reportedly pro-
government which means they will not attack Pakistani security forces or 
government property.9 
 
RELATIONSHIP WITH TALIBAN/AL-QAEDA 
Hafiz Gul Bahadur, an Utmanzai Wazir, is the supreme commander of the TTP 
operating in North Waziristan Agency (NWA). He has successfully united the 
Utmanzai Wazir and Daur TTP members under his leadership. His relationship 
with the TTP has been sporadic since its creation in 2007. He was initially second-
in-command to Baitullah Mehsud but then distanced himself from the TTP as 
Mullah Omar asked TTP to focus its efforts on Afghanistan rather than attacking 
Pakistani security forces.10 In  February of 2009, he set  aside his differences  with 
Baitullah Mehsud and they, along with Maulvi Nazir of the Ahmadzai Wazir tribe 
formed an alliance under the name Shura Ittihad-ul-Mujahideen (Council for 
United Holy Warriors). This was done in order to coordinate actions in Afghanistan 
in light of increasing international focus on Afghanistan and the group is reported 
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to claim Mullah Omar as its supreme leader.11 Bahadur has brokered several peace 
deals with the Pakistani government and is believed to by pro- government as he 
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